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KEW PUBLIC MEETING

8pm  Tuesday 18th March 2014

Phyllis Hore Room, Kew Civic Centre
Cnr Cotham Road and Civic Drive, KEW - Melways Map 45 D6

KEW COTTAGES COALITION INC. presents

Kew Cottages and the Victorian State Election
Major Projects in Victoria

Are the bastards honest ?

Invited Speakers

Rod Quantock Kenneth Davidson Stephen Mayne Tim Smith Cr Phillip Healey
-MC Senior Columnist The Mayne Report  Liberal Candidate for Kew
The Age

Andrew Mcintosh—former ~ David Davis - Minister Y :
minister Responsible for for Health and Ageing  Minister for Community

establishing an Anti- Services
corruption Commission

Andrea Coote - Parliamentary Secretary
for Families & Community Services

John Lenders (ALP) Sue Pennicuik (Greens) Georgie Crozier MLC Cr Coral Ross
Opposition Local MLC's (Southern Metro) Southern Metro Mayor of Boroondara

The next instalment in one of Melbourne's most contentious Major Projects.

ALL WELCOME !
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undermining of public housing
hasheen justified under the rub-
ricofintegrating the disadvant-
aged into the community, This
raises the question of why it can’t
be done more cost effectively
through publie housing provision.
By far the most egregious
example of this ruse was the deci-
sion in 2001 by the Bracks govern-
ment to expel some 400 intellec-
tually disabled people from the
27-hectare Kew Cottagessite to
make way for an upmarket real
estate developmentunder a
wblic-private partnership.
The bait was the promise of
'dern accommodation in five-
voom, purpose-built com-
ity residential units, integ-
in the suburbs, financed by a

¢ badly

allocated to CRU developinent in
the first place, the acute waiting
list could have been halved fora
construction cost of $150 million,

Like most PPPs, the Kew deve-
lopment appears to be one-sided.
Accumulated losses for the gov-
ernment over the six years of the
PPP agreement have totalled
$45.8 million. The developerLang
Walker’s private company repor-
ted a 64 per cent increaseinrev-
enue to $298 million last year: The
original development agreement
in 2006 said the minimum return
to the state would be $60 million
on an estimated $400 million
development.

The then opposition local mem-
ber and frontbencher, and later
government minister responsible
for carriage of legislation setting
up what is now universally judged
as the toothless corruption
commission, Andrew MeIntosh,
threatened that the possibly cor-
rupt deal would bereferred to the
commission as one of its first
tasks. In government, MeIntosh
has refused to answer any ques-
tions about the project. The losses
continue. The government claims
itshands are tied but there have
been two variationsin the devel-
opment agreement to the advant-
age of Walker since the change of
government.

The 2010 Ombudsman report
on the development found it
couldn’t unravel the mystery of
the losses and recommended an
inquiry. In the absence of a func-
tional corruption commission, it
should be undertaken by the
Auditor-General.

Kenneth Davidsonis a senior
columnist.
kdavidson@dissent.com.au
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